
ANALYSIS OF RESPONSIO CH.XI

This is a reference to the Act of Uniformity 
1662 which says (article X) “that no person 
whatsoever … shall presume to consecrate 
& administer the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper before such time as he shall 
be ordained Preist…” 

But we answer as regards the passages 
quoted by the Pope, that we make 
provision with the greatest reverence for 
the consecration of the holy Eucharist 
and commit it only to properly ordained 
Priests and to no other ministers of the 
Church.

Further we truly teach the doctrine of 
Eucharistic sacrifice and do not believe it 
to be a “nude commemoration of the 
Sacrifice of the Cross,” an opinion which 
seems to be attributed to us by the 
quotation made from that Council. 



Article 31: OF THE ONE OBLATION OF 
CHRIST FINISHED UPON THE CROSS
THE Offering of Christ once made is that 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and 
satisfaction, for all the sins of the whole 
world, both original and actual; and there is 
none other satisfaction for sin, but that 
alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of 
Masses, in the which it was commonly 
said, that the Priest did offer Christ for the 
quick and the dead, to have remission of 
pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, 
and dangerous deceits.
Homilies Book II.XV “An Homilie of the 
worthy receiving and reverend esteeming 
of the Sacrament of the body and blood of 
Christ”
But before all other things, this we must be 
sure of especially, that this Supper be in 
such wise done and ministered, as our Lord 
and Saviour did, and commanded to be 
done, as his holy Apostles used it, and the 
good Fathers in the Primitive Church 
frequented it. …We must then take heed, 
lest of the memory, it be made a 



sacrifice, lest of a communion, it be 
made a private eating, lest of two parts, 
we have but one, lest applying it for the 
dead, we lose the fruit that be alive.
Later the homily says:
Now it followeth to have with this 
knowledge a sure and constant faith, not 
only that the death of Christ is available for 
the redemption of all the world, for the 
remission of sins, and reconciliation with 
GOD the Father: but also that he hath 
made upon his Cross a full and sufficient 
sacrifice for thee, a perfect cleansing of 
thy sins, so that thou acknowledgest no 
other Saviour, Redeemer, Mediator, 
Advocate, Intercessor, but Christ only, and 
that thou mayest say with the Apostle, that 
he loved thee, and gave himself for thee. 
For this is to stick fast to Christ’s promise 
made in his Institution, to make Christ thine 
own, and to apply his merits unto thy self. 
Herein thou needest no other man’s help, 
no other Sacrifice, or oblation, no 
sacrificing Priest, no Mass, no means 
established by man’s invention.



After which the Priest shall proceed, 
saying,

Priest. Lift up your hearts.
Answer. We lift them up unto the Lord.
Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord 
God.
Answer. It is meet and right so to do.

BCP “The Prayer of consecration”:
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy tender mercy didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
Cross for our redemption; who made there 
(by his one oblation of himself once 
offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for 
the sins of the whole world; and did 

But we think it sufficient in the Liturgy 
which we use in celebrating the holy 
Eucharist,—while lifting up our hearts to 
the Lord,

…and when now consecrating the gifts…



institute, and in his holy Gospel command 
us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death, until his coming again: 
Hear us, O merciful Father, we most 
humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and 
wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed Body 
and Blood: who, in the same night that he 
was betrayed, [Here the Priest is to take 
the Paten into his hands] took Bread; and, 
when he had given thanks, [And here to 
break the Bread] he brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, Take, eat; [And here 
to lay his hand upon all the Bread] this is 
my Body which is given for you: Do this 
in remembrance of me. Likewise after 
supper [Here he is to take the Cup into his 
hand] he took the Cup; and, when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of this; for [And here to lay his 
hand upon every vessel (be it Chalice or 
Flagon) in which there is any Wine to be 



consecrated] this is my Blood of the New 
Testament, which is shed for you and for 
many for the remission of sins: Do this, as 
oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me. Amen.

This presumably refers to the offertory 
prayer
…ALMIGHTY and everliving God, who by 
thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make 
prayers and supplications, and to give 
thanks, for all men: We humbly beseech 
thee most mercifully to accept our alms and 
oblations, and to receive these our 
prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine 
Majesty; beseeching thee to inspire 
continually the universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord…
“Already offered” is a translation of “quae 
antea oblata sunt” “which before has been 
offered”.  There is no room to interpret it as 
referring to something that occurs later on 
in the Communion Service. On the 

…already offered…



assumption their Graces made a mistake, 
however, this could be a reference to the 
following prayer (and its alternative) said 
after the Our Father which is immediately 
after the communion.
O LORD and heavenly Father, we thy 
humble servants entirely desire thy fatherly 
goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that 
by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion. And here we offer and 
present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice 
unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that 
all we, who are partakers of this holy 
Communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace 
and heavenly benediction. And although we 
be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to 
offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our 



bounden duty and service; not weighing 
our merits, but pardoning our offences, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, 
and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
The alternative:
ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we most 
heartily thank thee, for that thou dost 
vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly 
received these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favour and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in 
the mystical body of thy Son, which is 
the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs through hope of thy 
everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the 
most precious death and passion of thy 
dear Son. And we most humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good works 



as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour 
and glory, world without end. Amen.

This refers to the prayer of consecration 
quoted above but the vocabulary used by 
the Archbishops is realist, while that of the 
BCP is receptionalist.

sacrificium quod ibidem fit ita significare.
This phrase is obscure. It is of course the 
crux of the whole matter.  I take the phrase to 
mean “signifying [significare] in this way [ita] 
the sacrifice which occurs [fit] at that very 
moment [ibidem].” “Ibid.” used in references 
means that the author is citing the same 
work as before, “from the same place”.  It 

…that they may become to us the Body 
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,…

—to signify the sacrifice which is offered 
at that point of the service in such terms 
as these.



can also mean “at the very same time”. It is 
used by Cicero to mean “at that very 
moment”.

“…and [Christ] did institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious 
death, until his coming again…” (Prayer of 
consecration).

“…we thy humble servants entirely desire 
thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept 
t h i s o u r s a c r i fi c e o f p r a i s e a n d 
thanksgiving…” (First Post communion)

We continue a perpetual memory of the 
precious death of Christ, who is our 
Advocate with the Father and the 
propitiation for our sins, according to His 
precept, until His coming again.

For first we offer the sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving;…



“…most humbly beseeching thee to grant, 
that by the merits and death of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 
we and all thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion…” (First Post communion).  
There is another ambiguity here.

…And here we offer and present unto thee, 
O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to 
be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice 

…then next we plead and represent 
before the Father the sacrifice of the 
cross, and by it we confidently entreat 
remission of sins and all other benefits of 
the Lord’s Passion for all the whole 
Church;…

…and lastly we offer the sacrifice of 
ourselves to the Creator of all things 
which we have already signified by the 
oblations of His creatures.



unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that all 
we, who are partakers of this holy 
Communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace 
and heavenly benediction. (First Post 
communion)

“The argument is conclusive, on the Pope's 
principles, and we owe him a debt of 
gratitude for so clearly proving the thoroughly 
Protestant character of our Church.  …[The 
Archbishops] have put forth a somewhat 
obscure statement of the Holy Communion 
as ‘the Eucharistic Sacrifice’, which would be 
rejected by thousands of Churchmen 
throughout the land.  The Church never once 
in the Prayer Book uses the word 
“Eucharist,” or calls the Lord’s Supper the 
“Eucharistic Sacrifice.””
–Archdeacon Taylor of Liverpool, quoted in The Tablet 27th 
March 1897, p.501, p.25 in the online archive.

This whole action, in which the people 
has necessarily to take its part with the 
Priest, we are accustomed to call the 
Eucharistic sacrifice.


